Lancashire Wallopers
Weekend of Clog Dance
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Workshops: 7 | |
Introduction to Clog (Beginners) Weekend Tickets:
with Nadine Wilkinson
Graham Cole’s Lancashire Hornpipe Steps (Improvers +) Adults - £50
with Simon Harmer
, , 16 & below - £30
Bert Bowden'’s Lily of Laguna (Intermediate) .
with Melanie Barber Evening only -£10
Mrs Willis’ Doubles (Intermediate) .. .
with lan Craigs & Jean Smith Evenmg included in
Pat Tracey’s Mixed Rhythms (Intermediate) ticket price & day tickets
with Kathryn Tattersall are not available
3/2 Hornpipe (Intermediate Plus)
with Laurel Swift Pre-booked food available &
Sam Sherry’s Jig (Advanced) special diets catered for on
with Harry Cowgill & Ruth Bibby request
Musicians’ workshop with Mathew Keegan-Phipps

Also, the usual afternoon displays (all teams/solo artists welcome), clog makers and copious
amounts of tea/biscuits. The “evening do” is a chance to socialise and this year’s theme is.....

“A Night at the Musical Hall”
with Albireo

Come and join us for a night full of fun, amazing ceilidh
dancing and entertaining spots.

Please feel free to join in (optional of course) by dressing
in your finest Music Hall inspired outfits.

Volunteers for the popular (clog dancing not compulsory)
themed floor spots are also very welcome - please register
an interest with your booking as spaces are limited.
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ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS:

INTRODUCTION TO CLOG (Beginners: clogs or hard shoes) Tutor: Nadine Wilkinson
This routine has been written specifically for absolute beginners, or those new to clog dancing but struggling to get to grips with
the basics. Nadine has written a set of waltz steps that introduces a range of movements and techniques to get a good grounding
in clog dancing. The aim of the weekend is to have fun and you’ll leave with a set of steps that you can then take away and perform.

GRAHAM COLE’S LANCASHIRE HORNPIPE STEPS (Improvers+) Tutor: Simon Harmer
Graham Cole was the clog tutor at Cecil Sharp House after Pat Tracey and also taught clog at the Royal Ballet School, White Lodge,
for many years. Simon will be teaching a selection of simple and accessible steps which are ideal for dancers who want to develop
their technique, understanding of the component step motifs and how they fit to the typical clog hornpipe rhythm. The steps will
build in complexity and the breaks will offer the option of adding additional flair and style. Simon always brings humour as well as
his extensive step dance knowledge to workshops. Ideal for building clog confidence!

BERT BOWDEN’S LILY OF LAGUNA (Intermediate) Tutor: Melanie Barber
Scouser Bert was taught to dance by his father, who was a champion clog dancer. Bert was an interesting extrovert who taught at
the first two Wallopers’ Weekends where his love of entertaining was a joy to witness. His Lily of Laguna routine is a typical Music
Hall tap dance, which Melanie learnt partly from Bert and partly from a video taken on one of her several visits to him with
Madeleine Smith. Melanie has incorporated Bert's distinctive style in the way she dances the routine, and musician Mike has
managed to master the break in the tune to accompany it with the original arrangement. The routine consists of eight steps, with
some unique features and challenging timing. Note you really do need taps or hard soled shoes, as the foot needs to be able to
flex!

MRS WILLIS’ DOUBLES (Intermediate) Tutors: lan Craigs & Jean Smith
Elsie Willis was born and brought up in the village of Shiremoor in the North East of England. She was able to recall three routines
during the 1980's and this one is probably the most intricate and challenging of them. Although it would be unfair to label the
routine as advanced, they are not for the inexperienced dancer. The steps are unusual in many ways for a North East hornpipe
routine but they are fascinating to watch and a pleasure to master. The routine consists of 7 steps, including an interesting version
of double shuffles and a dramatic final finish.

PAT TRACEY’S MIXED RHYTHMS (Intermediate) Tutor: Kathryn Tattersall
Pat Tracey developed her unusual mixed rhythm routines during the 1990s and this intermediate version incorporates three styles
of Lancashire clog dancing: Hornpipe, Waltz and Lancashire Irish. Each section is performed in its specific style and transitions
smoothly from one to the next throughout the dance. The resulting routine shows a wonderful dynamic between the music, the
dancer and the musician. Whilst the steps themselves are intricate, although not overly difficult, they result in a fascinating dance
weaving across Pat Tracey’s iconic styles.

3/2 HORNPIPE (Intermediate+) Tutor: Laurel Swift
This is an unique opportunity to come and learn Laurel’s brand-new clog steps in '3/2' rhythm, which is in the style of Pat Tracey's
Old Lancs Heel and Toe. This is a chance to step outside the usual “clog box” and work in a time signature that doesn’t appear in
many clog dancer’s repertoires. There is an opportunity for interesting choreography because dancing different steps at the same
time creates a tapestry of rhythms that weave together to form a “call and response” effect of motifs. This workshop promises to
be fun, but a definite work out for your brain!

SAM SHERRY’S JIG (Advanced) Tutors: Harry Cowgill & Ruth Bibby
This routine was compiled by Sam mainly from steps that he and his brothers performed, in soft shoes, on the music halls. The
routine as we know it comprises steps invented by Sam, by his brothers (especially Jim - blame/credit him with No 9) and a few
taught to them by other professional dancers on the music hall/variety circuit. The steps are visual and athletic in places, which
produces a cracking routine that is very much a crowd pleaser.

PLAYING FOR DANCING (MUSICIANS’ WORKSHOP) Tutor: Matthew Keegan-Phipps
Matthew has a wealth of experience playing for dancing and his favoured instruments (Saxophone & Clarinet) promises to bring
a different vibe and fun dynamic to this year’s workshop. You will have the opportunity to learn some new tunes from a range of
traditions in a fun and friendly environment, developing some arrangements and harmony parts, and exploring how we
communicate between musicians and dancers. Sheet music will be available, but tunes will be taught by ear as well, so feel free
to bring any instrument along and join in.



About the Tutors:

NADINE WILKINSON has been dancing and performing since the age of three. While at university, she taught tap, cecchetti ballet,
modern theatre and national to both children and adults at a local dance school in Oldham. On leaving university, she
joined Saddleworth Clog and Garland Dancers, where she learned clog stepping and later served as deputy leader. Passionate
about dance, Nadine is excited to be sharing the joy of traditional dancing with new learners.

SIMON HARMER has been teaching and performing a range of step dance styles for over 30 years. Simon started by learning
English clog steps from Graham Cole in the late ‘70s. Later, Alex Boydell’'s more improvisational approach really resonated with
him and Simon spent time with Alex collecting his steps and step motifs which they taught together. Simon & his wife Jo got into
Appalachian clogging in the late 80s; visits to Canada extended their repertoire with steps from Quebec, Ontario and particularly
Cape Breton Island. Simon has been focusing on collaborative dance projects and research; and we are delighted that Simon is
also sharing with us this weekend through his talk (5pm Saturday slot) about McKenzie, the step-dancing stoker on Scott of the
Antarctic’s final voyage.

MELANIE BARBER has been a keen clog dancer for more years than she cares to remember, having performed and taught step
clog for over 35 years. She originally learnt from Sam Sherry and Pat Tracey, and went on to collect steps from Bill Gibbons and
Bert Bowden. A founder member of The Lancashire Wallopers, she moved on to dance with Camden Clog when she lived in London
and she currently dances with Strictly Clog and Three's A Crowd. She is also well known for having organised the Lancashire and
Cheshire Clog Dance Competitions, a previous Morris Federaton President and is currently the Director for Whitby Folk Week’s
dance activities.

IAN CRAIGS started clog dancing in 1979 as a founder member of the “Newcastle Cloggies’ and for a period was a member of the
'Instep Research Team' collecting and teaching steps from Elsie Willis and others. JEAN SMITH joined the Newcastle Cloggies in
1990 and later became involved in research and helped to establish the 'Instep' dance group. She has run numerous workshops
and collected dance steps from Alex Woodcock as well as others. lan and Jean have recently retired from performing as Twostep
but during their time together wowed the clog world with their imagination, precision and attention to detail.

KATHRYN TATTERSALL learned from Pat Tracey, danced with Pat Tracey (in Camden Clog, Pat’s team) for many years, and now
specialises completely in the dances of Pat Tracey. She is a very experienced, thorough and patient tutor who is enjoyable to learn
from - so if you want to learn about Pat Tracey and get insight into her style then Kathryn is the tutor for you. Through this weekend
you will get a chance to tap into her wealth of knowledge and gain deeper insight about the Pat Tracey style from as close to the
“source” as possible.

LAUREL SWIFT is an inspiring instigator of creative projects and performances rooted in folk arts plus a recent recipient of an
EFDSS Gold Badge. A musician, singer and dancer, Laurel plays with Gadarene, The Gloworms and founded Morris Offspring. She
co-created Under Her Skin with Debs Newbold, teaches folk widely and is writing a folk musical! She learnt clog dance with Pat
Tracey and Camden Clog, and is currently living and teaching clog in Vermont. We are delighted that she has decided to include a
stop off at Wallopers Weekend as part her tour of the UK!

HARRY COWGILL was one of the many who jumped at the chance to learn from ex-Music Hall & Variety professional Sam Sherry
at the clog dancing classes which Sam started in Preston in the late ‘70s. Unlike most, he never stopped attending Sam’s classes,
and continued to run them himself until 2010. A former three-times Lancashire & Cheshire clog dance champion, Harry has danced
and/or taught at lots & lots of festivals, shows & ceilidhs, both in the UK & abroad. Harry was also a founder member of the
Wallopers and also spent time with INSTEP dance display team. RUTH BIBBY started learning clog as a young child and soon joined
Fosbrooks after taking part in one of their workshops at Whitby Folk Festival. In 2008 she started learning Pat Tracey dances at
Camden Clog’s classes in London, eventually joining the team for dance-outs. In 2010 Ruth was back in the North-West and joined
Wallopers, but she still enjoys dancing with Camden Clog when she can. She is also a three-times Lancashire & Cheshire clog
dancing champion and has a wealth of experience with the dances of Sam Sherry.

MATTHEW KEEGAN-PHIPPS is a Bristol-based saxophonist and clarinetist, with several decades of experience of playing for
dancers. In addition to being an excellent musician he is an adept dancer who grew up in the ranks of The Ironmen and Severn
Gilders and persuaded Robynne to help form a Border Morris team at Durham University. A founding member of Ceilidhography
and Kittiwake Border Morris, he now also performs with the Outside Capering Crew, Kettlehawk, and Knowle Hill Morris. Matthew
has a wealth of experience in leading music workshops, originally as a Shooting Roots tutor and more recently as one of the
Sidmouth Stompers ceilidh band tutors.

THE LANCASHIRE WALLOPERS current line-up is: Chas, Harry, musician Jill, Robynne, Ruth & musician Simon. The original team
was formed from Sam Sherry’s clog class pupils for a one-off performance of the “Bargees’ Social Dance” learned from Bill Gibbons,
at the National Gathering at Cecil Sharp House in 1981. The first Wallopers weekend (instigated & organised by Alan Whittaker &
Melanie Barber) was in 1984: the workshop leaders that year were Pat Tracey, Sam Sherry, Bert Bowden, Bill Gibbons & Theresa
Hindle.



BOOKINGS/CONTACT US

Bookings should be addressed to:-

RUTH BIBBY, 2 BIBBY AVE WARRINGTON WA1 3RH or by email to wallopers.weekend@aol.co.uk

**Please include your e-mail address(es) if possible if you have not previously done so or if it has changed. Contact for
enquiries is Robynne on 0161 2790957 or 07787 421423. Please note that the booking form is available from our web
site - google The Lancashire Wallopers (there aren’t any others!). The weekend cost is £50 for adults, £30 for 16 and
unders; all other costs are as advised in this leaflet.

Cheques should be made out to “The Lancashire Wallopers” but we also accept payment by Bank Transfer (BACs*) to:

The Lancashire Wallopers
Sort Code: 09 01 56
Account Number: 89564007

* Please note that if you choose to pay by BACs, your workshop choice will not be guaranteed until receipt of payment
is confirmed. If you have any issues with booking and/or payment then please do contact us and we will do our best

to help.

FOOD

Book your food with us, bring your own or visit a local pub/restaurant. Note all coffee/tea break refreshments are
included in the price of your weekend ticket. The following food options are available to pre-order for the Saturday

only:

Lunch — Homemade soup, bread and piece of cake/scones & jam; tea or coffee £8.50

Evening meal (6pm) — Vegetarian lasagne & salad (v) or Beef chilli & rice,

or Cauliflower & sweet potato curry (v); choice of home-made dessert; tea or coffee. £14.50

ALL MEALS MUST BE PRE-BOOKED AND SELECTION MADE AT TIME OF BOOKING — SPECIAL DIETS CAN BE CATERED

FOR ON REQUEST.

SATURDAY

9.00 - 9.50 Reception and coffee/tea

9.50 - 10.00 Welcome (in the dining area)

10.00 - 11.00 Workshops

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee/tea break

11.30- 12.45 Workshops

12.45 - 2.15 Lunch (see menu)

2.15 - 3.30 Workshops.

3.30 - 4.00 Coffee/tea break

4.15 - 5.00 Displays — all teams and solo artists welcome

5.00 - 5.50 “In Step with McKenzie” —talk by Simon
Harmer about the step-dancing stoker on
Scott of the Antarctic’s final voyage.

6.00 - 6.20 Tea served (see menu)

8.00 - 11.00 Ceilidh
*(No bar - bring your own drinks)

SUNDAY

9.00 - 9.45 Coffee/tea

9.45 - 10.45 Workshops

10.45 - 11.15 Coffee/tea break
11.15-12.00 Workshops

12.10- 12.55 Workshop showcase

Due to the nature of the workshop
floors in the venue we will need to use
boards. If you have a favourite board,
feel free to bring it along. Please let us
know when you make your booking so
we can ensure that we have the right
number of boards.

You are also welcome to bring your own
cup for the coffee/tea breaks. We can

An

offer washing and drying facilities &




FAQS

FOOTWEAR: Usually clogs unless stated for any specific workshops but please note that beginners would be fine with
flat, hard-soled shoes. We hope to have a limited selection of clogs for beginners to borrow. Clogs must have bare
wooden soles as NO IRON OR RUBBER SOLED CLOGS ARE PERMITTED. IF YOU REMOVE IRONS OR RUBBERS FROM
YOUR CLOGS, PLEASE ENSURE THAT NO NAILS OR GRIT REMAIN IN THE SOLES.

WORKSHOP PLACES

Workshop places will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis only, from bookings received with a form, and
cannot be booked provisionally. Please indicate first and second choices on the booking form. Also, please give full
names of all members of your group (and ages if under 16). If you feel on the day that you are in the wrong workshop,
grab someone wearing a ‘HELP’ badge as soon as possible and we will re-allocate you to the best of our ability and
subject to workshop capacity.

BADGES
Upon your arrival, you will be given an envelope containing badges which act as your weekend ticket. Please wear
your badges at all times.

EVENING ONLY TICKETS

A limited number of ceilidh-only tickets will be available. They cost £10 each and will allow admittance to the ceilidh
only. Please request and pay for these at time of booking. Note that the full weekend ticket price includes admittance
to the ceilidh.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON DISPLAYS

Itis our tradition to set aside an hour on Saturday afternoon for you, either singly or in groups, to display your favourite
routine or party piece. We would like to encourage you to be prepared to do something (although this is not
compulsory) and not leave it to ‘everyone else’. If you are willing to give a display, please indicate this in the space
provided on your booking form & please limit it to a maximum of 5 minutes.

JUNIOR DANCERS
Whilst we welcome young dancers, past experience dictates that we must ask that there is at least one adult for every
10 children where there are large groups, and that the adults do supervise them.

SUNDAY WORKSHOP SHOWCASE

After the final workshops have been completed, we invite you to try out the new skills and steps that you have learned
during the weekend in the workshop showcase. This gets the first public performance of your new routine under your
belt - in front of an extremely understanding & supportive audience!



